Death of a Salesman by Arthur Miller  (can also be found at http://www.jlc.net/~rwright/pages/salesmanguide.html)
Setting the Stage
1. Explain what happens on-stage when the action switches from present to past.

2. Describe the stage setting.

Act One
1. Why is Linda worried when Willy returns unexpectedly from a sales trip?

Why isn’t Willy in Boston?

2. Why is Willy annoyed at Biff?

3. How are Biff and Happy different?

4. How did Willy act toward the boys when they are young? How did they act toward him?

5. How does Willy feel about Charley and Bernard? WHY?

6. What is Willy’s reaction to Biff’s theft of the football?

What were some of the things Willy taught or tried to teach Biff as a boy?

Were the lessons good ones or were they harmful? Explain.

7. Who is Bill Oliver and what does Biff hope to get from him? 

8. What things does Happy say to get his father’s attention, and why does he feel he has to do this?

9. Why does Charley visit?

10. How does he feel about Willy? How and why do they insult each other?

11. Why is Willy so proud of his ceiling?

12. How does Linda treat Willy?

How does Willy treat her?

13. Who is Ben? Why and when does Ben appear to Willy?

14. What lesson does Ben teach Biff? (QUOTE Ben.)

What does “the jungle” symbolize?

15. What does Willy seem to want Ben to do for him?

16. List/describe several times in this act when Willy contradicts himself.

What do these contradictions tell us is happening to Willy?

17. Describe at least two times Willy is shown to be unrealistic, dishonest with himself and/or others.

(over)

Act Two
1. Who was Dave Singleman and what impression did he have on Willy? What qualities does Willy admire in Singleman?

What do their names suggest about the two men?

2. Describe Howard’s reaction to Willy’s problems.

Why does Howard tell Willy to drop off his samples and forbid him to go to Boston?

Why is this devastating to Willy?

3. Describe Bernard’s success in later life.

What does Willy say Charley never did for Bernard? Do you think this is accurate? Why?

4. What has Charley been doing for Willy?

Why won’t Willy take the job Charley offers him?

5. How does Biff react when he realizes that Bill Oliver doesn’t recognize him?

6. Why does Biff become upset with Willy in the restaurant?

7. “Nothing’s planted. I don’t have a thing in the ground.” Was Willy talking just about planting a garden or could there have been a greater meaning?

8. What happened when Biff went to see Willy in Boston years ago? 

What has been the effect on Biff?

Why did this affect him in such a way?

9. What is the twenty-thousand dollar proposition Willy discusses with Ben?

10. How does Willy envision his funeral?

11. How does Ben respond to Willy’s proposition?

12. In his anger, what does Biff attempt to force Willy to recognize?

13. What is Willy’s final decision? What does he do?

Requiem
1. What is Happy’s reaction to Willy’s death?

What do you think the rest of Happy’s life will be like? Why?

2. Biff comments on things that made Willy happy. What type of activities were they?

Given this, why do you suppose Willy chose the life he ended up living?

3. What were Willy’s dreams and why didn’t he achieve them?

To what extent is Willy’s dream the American Dream?

4. Do you believe Biff when he says, “I know who I am, kid”? Why or why not?

5. Explain the irony of Linda’s last speech.

6. What or who is responsible for Willy’s destruction? Whose failure is it? (His own alone? Society? Family?)

