The Scarlet Letter Vocabulary

1. ponderous: very heavy; dull

2. edifice: large building

3. inauspicious: unfavorable; unlucky

4. physiognomies: faces; external features

5. indubitably: unquestionably

6. venerable: worthy of respect or reverence

7. ignominious: shameful; 

     ignominy: shame

8. cloister: monastery; convent

9. visage: face; aspect

10. manifest: clearly evident

11. sagacity: intelligence

12. eminent: conspicuous; lofty; prominent

13. mien: demeanor; aspect; appearance; 

bearing

14. pervaded: passed through; permeated

15. amenable: open to suggestions

16. efficacy: effectiveness

17. lurid: sensational; shining with an unusual 
glare

18. repugnance: offensiveness

       repugnant: offensive

19. exhortation: strong urging, argument or 

appeal

20. cabalistic: conspiratorial; plotting 


something, conspiring

21. eldritch: strange or unearthly

22. expatiating: speaking or writing at length

23. behest: an authoritative command

24. imbibes: drinks; absorbs

25. adduced:  cited as an example or means of 
proof

26. averred: stated to be true; affirmed

27. appellation*: name; title

28. vindicate: clear of suspicion

29. exemplary: commendable

30. emaciated: wasted away physically

31. despondent: disheartened, depressed

32. inopportune: inappropriate; ill timed

33. emissary: an agent sent on a mission

34. mollified: softened

35. vicissitude: changes or variations 

occurring irregularly in the course of 

something

36. irrefragable: that cannot be refuted

37. obeisance: a gesture of respect or 

reverence

38. plebeian: one of the common people

39. effervescence: bubbling up; foaming

40. depredations: plunderings; robberies

41. probity: complete honesty

42. Necromancy: the art claiming to foretell the 
future by alleged communication with 
the dead

43. indefatigable: tireless

44. transgression: wrongdoing, sin

45. magistrates:  civil officers with power to 

administer and enforce law

46. utopia: perfect society

47. repentance: remorse or contrition for past 
conduct or sin.

48. heathen: irreligious, uncivilized

49. feigned: pretended

50. folly: foolishness

51. alchemy: a medieval chemical philosophy 
having as its asserted aims the 

transmutation of base metals into gold

52. repute: reputation

53. enjoin:  to direct or impose with authority 
and emphasis; to prohibit or forbid.

54. paramount: of greatest importance

*spelled apellation in the book


